The Infinitives that were Split

am often on the verge of doing so. I write
down, in the first ardent flight of my fancy,
some phrase like " to altogether condemn "
or " to exactly express," and then I go back
and alter it into " altogether to condemn"
or " exactly to express." I now know that
when I do this I do not do it because I think it
right to do so, or because I think that in all
cases the undivided, unseparated, indissolute,
integral infinitive is the more elegant. I do it
out of sheer cowardice. I am in fear of the
pedants. I am (which is quite a good reason)
bored by the prospect of getting letters
asking for an explanation, and I am (which is
not a good reason) cowardly afraid of appearing
not to know that infinitives ought not to be split
or of being supposed to lack the taste, the ear,
to detect one when I write it. And, realising
this, I realise that there are all sorts of other
alterations that I make in the same pusill-
animous and unnatural way.

Is any of us natural ? Is there one who
invariably writes impeccable English at first
go off ? Is there one who, if he does not,
has the courage to let his first fine careless
raptures stand ? I doubt it. Since I first
got fascinated by this topic I have asked
five or six of the most scrupulous and respected
writers of English alive what is their practice.
Accepting no evasions, I have discovered that
every one of them habitually alters things
after he has written them. I am not referring
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